
 

 

 

By the Numbers 

 

City & Town provides updates on the progress of the tax rate 

and certification season while also allowing you to follow the 

tax rate setting process in real time. Thanks to our Municipal 

Databank staff, this public information is available 24/7 by 

clicking here. 

 

Prelim. Certifications Approved: 56 

Final Certification: 32 (of 69 total) 

LA4 Approved: 254 (281 submitted) 

LA13/ New Growth Approved: 252 (272 submitted) 

Tax Rates Approved: 71 

Balance Sheets Approved: 219 

Total Aggregate Free Cash Approved: $970,968,655 

  

 

Important Dates & Information 

 

Updated Info for Taxpayers Affected by Merrimack Valley 

Gas Explosions 

The Department of Revenue has announced it is taking 

additional steps to address the concerns of taxpayers in 

Lawrence, Andover, and North Andover who have been 

affected by the September gas explosions. 

 

The Department recognizes that taxpayers in these areas 

may be unable to comply with their tax filing or payment due 

dates that occurred on or after the date of the explosions. 

The Department would like to continue to assist those 

taxpayers as much as possible. 

 

The Department will waive any penalties associated with any 

late-filed return or payment that was due on or after 

September 12th and before December 1st. The Department 

will waive penalties through December 15th, and will later 

revisit whether any further extensions should be granted. 

 

If any taxpayer in the affected areas receives notice of a 

 

 

 

November 15th, 2018  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Other DLS Links: 
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Municipal Databank 

 

Information Guideline 
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Publications & Training 

Center 
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penalty for this period they should reach out to the 

Department of Revenue at (617) 887-6367. 

   

 

Tools and Financial 

Calculators 

  

 

   

 

November Municipal Calendar 

 

1 Taxpayer 

 

Semiannual Tax Bills - Deadline for First Payment 

Per M.G.L. c. 59, §§ 23D and 57, this is the deadline to pay the first 

actual or optional preliminary tax payment without interest in a 

semiannual community that mailed tax bills by October 1.If the bills were 

mailed after October 1, the deadline is 30 days after the mailing date. 

1 Taxpayer 

 

Semiannual Tax Bills – Deadline for Property Tax Abatement 

Application 

Per M.G.L. c. 59, § 59, applications for abatement are due on the same 

date as the first actual tax installment for the year. 

1 Taxpayer 

 

Quarterly Tax Bills - Deadline for Paying 2nd Quarter Tax Bill  

Per M.G.L. c. 59, § 57C, this is the deadline to pay the 2nd quarter tax 

payment without interest. 

1 

Selectmen 

& 

Assessors 

 

Hold Classification Hearing (recommended date) 

The Board of Selectmen holds a public hearing at which the Assessors 

present information to assist it in determining whether to apply uniform or 

different tax rates to the various classes of real and personal property. 

30   Accountant 

 

Deadline to Submit Schedule A  

Failure to file Schedule A to BOA by November 30 may result in the 

withholding or forfeiture of state aid. 

 

30   

 

Assessors 

 

Submit Tax Recap and all Schedules to BOA 

 

30 

   

State 

Treasurer 

 

Notification of Monthly Local Aid Distributions, monthly breakdown 

by program is available here. 
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December Municipal Calendar 

 

31 
Water/Sewer 

Commissioners 

Deadline for Betterments to be included on Next Year’s Tax 

Bill (M.G.L. c. 80, § 13; c. 40, § 42I and c. 83, § 27) 

31 Assessors 

 

Mail 3ABC Forms to Charitable Organizations and Forms of 

List to Personal Property Owners 

31 Collector 

 

Deadline for Mailing Actual Tax Bills 

Quarterly and semiannual communities issuing annual preliminary 

tax bills mail actual tax bills by this date. Quarterly communities can 

include actual bills for the 3rd and 4th quarters in a single mailing. 

31 

 

State Treasurer 

 

 

Notification of Monthly Local Aid Distributions, see IGR 17-17 

for more cherry sheet payment information, monthly breakdown by 

program is available here. 

 

To view the municipal calendar in its entirety, please click here. 

 

 

 

Editor: Dan Bertrand 

 

Editorial Board: Sean Cronin, Anthonia Bakare, Linda Bradley, Paul Corbett, Theo Kalivas, 

Ken Woodland and Tony Rassias 

 

Contact City & Town with questions, comments and feedback by emailing us at 

cityandtown@dor.state.ma.us. 

 

To unsubscribe to City & Town and all DLS alerts, email dls_alerts@dor.state.ma.us. 
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